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CITIZENSHIP 
 

Section 1: The following are citizens of the Philippines: 

1. Those who are citizens of the Philippines at the time of the adoption of this 
Constitution; 

2. Those whose fathers or mothers are citizens of the Philippines; 
3. Those born before January 17, 1973, of Filipino mothers, who elect Philippine 

citizenship upon reaching the age of majority; and 

4. Those who are naturalized in accordance with law. 
 

Definition of Citizenship 
Citizenship is personal and more or less permanent membership in a political community. 
 

It denotes possession within that particular political community of full civil and political rights subject to special 
disqualifications such as minority. 
 

It imposes the duty of allegiance to the political community. 
 

Modes of acquiring citizenship 
1. Jus sanguinis—basis of blood relationship, hence, there is no distinction between legitimate or illegitimate children 

as long as either of their parents is Filipino; if a child is born under the 1973 or 1987 Constitution, and either his 
father or mother is a Filipino citizen at the time the child is born, the child is a Filipino citizen no matter where he 
may be born 

2. Jus soli—basis of place of birth 
3. Naturalization—the legal act of adopting an alien and clothing him with the privilege of a native/natural born citizen 
 

Citizens of the Philippines at the time of the adoption of the 1973 Constitution 
1. Those who are citizens of the Philippine islands at the time of the adoption of the 1935 Constitution 
2. Those born in the Philippine Islands of foreign parents who, before the adoption of this Constitution, had been 

elected to public office in the Philippine islands 
3. Those whose fathers are citizens of the Philippines 
4. Those whose mothers are citizens of the Philippines and, upon reaching the age of majority, elect the Philippine 

citizenship—governs those who are born before the effectivity of the 1973 Constitution 
5. Those who are naturalized in accordance with the law 
 

Who may elect Philippine citizenship under the 1935 Constitution? 
Children born under the 1935 Constitution whose mothers were Philippine citizens, at the time at least of their marriage 
to an alien father, may elect Philippine citizenship. 
 

When must election be made? 
Election must be made within a reasonable period after reaching the age of majority. 
 

3 years is a reasonable period, however, may be extended under certain circumstances as when the person concerned 
has always considered himself a Filipino citizen. Dy Cuenco v. Secretary of Justice 
 

How is election made? 
It must be expressed in a statement sworn before any officer authorized to administer oaths and filed with the nearest 
civil registry and accompanied by an oath of allegiance to the Philippine Constitution. Comm. Act 625 (1941) 
 

However, participating in elections and campaigning for candidates, and similar acts done prior to June 7, 1941, have 
been recognized as sufficient to show one’s preference for Philippine citizenship. In re Florencio Mallare 
 

How is naturalization done? 
By either complying with both the substantive and procedural requirements of a general naturalization law or he may be 
naturalized by a special act of legislature. 
 

Kinds of naturalization laws and procedures 
1. General law of naturalization applied through a judicial process (Revised Naturalization Law or Comm. Act 473 

where both substantive and procedural requirements must be met) 
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2. Special naturalization law, such as, an act of legislature 
3. Mass naturalization law—Philippine Bill of 1902 making “all inhabitants of the Philippine islands continuing to reside 

in them who were Spanish subjects on April 11 1899 and then resided in said islands”, Filipino citizens 
4. General law of naturalization applied through a combination of administrative process and presidential legislative 

process 
5. Administrative Naturalization Law (RA 9139) enacted in 2000 
 

Substantive Requirements Procedural Requirements 

Revised Naturalization Law  
(Comm. Act 473) 

Administrative Naturalization Law  
(RA 9139) 

Declaration of intention 

Age Not be less than 18 years old at the time of filing of 
his/her petition 

Filing of petition 

Residence Born and residing since birth in the Philippines Hearing and initial judgment 

Moral character and political belief Period of probation 

Real property or lucrative occupation Rehearing and final judgment 

Language Able to read, write and speak Filipino or any of the 
dialects of the Philippines 

 

Education Must receive his/her primary and secondary 
education in any public or private institution duly 
recognized by DECS 

 

 Must have mingled with the Filipinos and evinced 
desire to learn and embrace the customs, traditions 
and ideals of the Filipino people 

 

 

When does an application for naturalization become a Filipino citizen? 
Upon taking the oath provided by law after satisfactorily passing the period of probation 
 

How is the application handed? 
It is handled through the Special Committee on Naturalization chaired by the Solicitor General. RA 9139 
 

This consists of 
1. Solicitor General as the Chairman 
2. Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs 
3. Director of the National Intelligence Coordinating Agency 

 

Effects of naturalization 
 

Revised Naturalization Law 
(Comm. Act 473) 

Administrative Naturalization Law 
(RA 9139) 

The effect of the naturalization of a father on legitimate 
minor children is that they also become citizens of the 
Philipppines 

The effect of the naturalization of a husband is that the 
applicant’s alien lawful wife  and minor children may file a 
petition for cancellation of their alien certificates of 
registration with the Committee 

The effect on the wife of the naturalized husband is that 
she becomes a Filipino citizen, provided she shows, in an 
administrative procedure, for the cancellation of her alien 
certificate of registration, that she has none of the 
disqualifications found in CA 473 

The effect of the naturalization of a wife is that it will not 
benefit her alien husband but her minor children may file a 
petition for cancellation of their alien certificate of 
registration 

 

Cases/Doctrines 
Basic Philippine law follows the rule of jus sanguinis and provides for naturalization. 
 

Philippine citizens at the time of the adoption of this Constitution were those who were citizens under the 1973 
Constitution. 
 

By virtue of being a son of a Filipino father or mother, the presumption is that he is Filipino and remains Filipino until 
proof is shown that he has renounced or lost Philippine citizenship. Possession of an alien registration certificate 
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accompanied by proof of performance of acts whereby Philippine citizenship is lost is not adequate proof of loss of 
citizenship. Aznar v. Comelec and Osmena 
 
Section 2: Natural-born citizens are those who are citizens of the Philippines 

from birth without having to perform any act to acquire or perfect their 

Philippine citizenship. Those who elect Philippine citizenship in accordance with 

paragraph 3, section 1 hereof shall be deemed natural-born citizen. 
 

Cases/Doctrines 
A Filipino citizen by election, even those made prior to the effectivity of this Constituion, is a natural-born citizen. 
 

The law cannot treat natural-born citizens and naturalized citizens differently except in instances where the Constitution 
itself makes a distinction. Chen Teck Lao v. Republic 
 
Section 3: Philippine citizenship may be lost or reacquired in the manner 

provided by law. 
 

Laws which govern loss and reacquisition of Philippine citizenship 
1. Comm. Act 63  2. RA 965 and 2639  3. PD 725 on repatriation 
 

How to reacquire lost citizenship? 
Either by naturalization or repatriation 
 

Definition of repatriation 
The recovery of original citizenship. Hence, if what was lost was naturalized citizenship, then that is what will be 
reacquired. 
 

Repatriation may be had by those who lost their citizenship due to 
1. Desertion of the armed forces 
2. Service in the armed forces of the allied forces in World WWar II 
3. Service in the armed forces of the US at any other time 
4. Marriage of a Filipino woman to an alien 
5. Political and economic necessity 
 

How is repatriation accomplished? 
1. For lost of citizenship by serving in the US Armed Forces, repatriation is accomplished simply by taking oath of 

allegiance to the Republic and registering the same in the local Civil Registry where he resides or where he last 
resided 

2. For others, repatriation is accomplished by taking the oath of allegiance to the Republic and registering the same in 
the proper Civil Registry and in the Bureau of Immigration where processing of application is done by the Special 
Committee on Naturalization 

 

Dual citizenship 
1. Those Filipino citizens, without performing any act and as an involuntary consequence of the conflicting laws of 

different countries, be also a citizen of another state 
2. Those citizens with dual allegiance—disqualification for running for any elective local position applies, however, 

electing Philippine citizenship upon the filing of their certificate of candidacy amounts to termination or 
renunciation of their foreign citizenship 

 

Res judicata 
General rule: it does not apply in cases hinging on the issue of citizenship 
 

Exceptions: (the following must be present) 
1. A person’s citizenship be raised as a material issue in a controversy where said person is a party 
2. The Solicitor General or his authorized representative took active part in the resolution thereof; and 
3. The finding on citizenship is affirmed by this Court 
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Cases/Doctrines 
A certificate of naturalization may be cancelled if it is shown to have been obtained fraudulently or illegally or if the 
person is shown to have violated the prohibitions imposed on him by CA 473. But to justify the cancellation, the 
evidence must be “clear, unequivocal and convincing: and not merely preponderant. Republic v. Cokeng 
 

A decision in a naturalization proceeding is not res judicata as to any of the matters which could support a judgment 
canceling the certificate for illegal or fraudulent procurement. In fact, the certificate may be canceled for acts 
committed after naturalization. 

 

Perjury, committed during the pendency of his petition, is evidence of lack of good moral character. Hence, having able 
to obtain citizenship despite this misconduct rendered his acquisition thereof fraudulent or illegal. Republic v. Cesar Guy 

 

While, normally, the question of w/n a person has renounced his Philippine citizenship should be heard before a trial 
court of law in adversary proceedings, this has become unnecessary as this Court, no less, upon insistence of petitioner 
in using his Portuguese citizenship despite having been naturalized as Filipino citizen, had to look into the facts and 
satisfy itself on w/n petitioner’s claim to continued Philippine citizenship is meritorious. Willie Yu v. Defensor-Santiago 

 

In order that citizenship may be lost by renunciation, such renunciation must be express. The mere fact that a person 
was a holder of an Australian passport and had an alien certificate of registration are not acts constituting an effective 
renunciation of citizenship and do not militate against her claim of Filipino citizenship. Valles v. Comelec 

 

There is no law authorizing “judicial repatriation.” Philippine citizenship may not be declared in a non-adversary suit 
where affected persons are not made parties. Dugcoy Jao v. Republic 
 

The repatriation of a mother entitles her minor children to a declaration that he is entitled to Philippine citizenship. 
Republic v. Hon. Judge Tandayag 
 
Section 4: Citizens of the Philippines who marry aliens shall retain their 

citizenship, unless by their act or omission they are deemed, under the law, to 

have renounced it. 
 

Doctrine 
Under Comm. Act 63, a Filipino woman loses here Philippine citizenship “upon her marriage to a foreigner if, by virtue of 
the laws in force in her husband’s country, she acquires his nationality.” But the 1973 Constitution repealed this 
statutory rule and the 1987 Constitution made it applicable not just to female citizens. 
 
Section 5: Dual allegiance of citizens is inimical to the national interest and 

shall be dealt with by law. 
 

Examples of dual citizenship 
1. A child of a Filipina mother is a Filipino but might also have his alien father’s citizenship 
2. A Filipina married to an alien remains a Philippine citizen but might also acquire her alien husband’s citizenship 

 

Doctrines 
Since Philippine law has no control over citizenship laws of other countries, dual citizenship can be unavoidable under 
the present Constitution. 
 

The specific target of this new provision is not dual citizenship but dual allegiance arising from, e.g., mixed marriages or 
birth in foreign soil. The Constitution leaves the disposition of the problem of dual citizenship and dual allegiance to 
ordinary legislation. Since dual citizenship imports dual allegiance, then it must also be “dealt with by law.” 
 

The law dealt with dual citizenship and allegiance by specifically having a law allowing dual citizenship. 


